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building, as she’s a strong voice for the LGBT 
population in the business community. 

Maria volunteers for the Human Rights 
Campaign and serves as Fed Club co-chair. 
She’s a member of various civic groups, such 
as Equality Florida, 100 Women Strong, the 
Florida Diversity Council, the Hispanic Cham-
ber of Commerce of Metro Orlando, MBA Or-
lando, and NCLR (National Council of La 
Raza). Following in her mother’s footsteps as 
a strong supporter of organizations committed 
to women’s reproductive health, she also 
serves on the board of Planned Parenthood of 
Greater Orlando. 

Maria has represented Wyndham Worldwide 
at the Top 50 Latina Women Award at the 
White House, has received the Multicultural 
Leadership Award from the Florida Diversity 
Council, and has been recognized as Woman 
of the Year by the National Professional Wom-
en’s Association. 

I am happy to honor Maria Ruiz Margenot, 
during LGBT Pride Month, for her contribu-
tions to the Central Florida community. 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF MARY MEEKS 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in honor of Les-

bian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender (LGBT) 
Pride Month, to recognize Mary Meeks. As a 
child Mary learned fearlessness from her 
mother, Syble Meeks, who taught her to rec-
ognize injustice and stand up for herself and 
others. Even back then Mary knew she want-
ed to be an attorney and when she grew up 
and entered law school, civil rights and con-
stitutional law became her passion and life’s 
work. 

Mary has practiced law in Central Florida 
since 1988, where she has represented indi-
viduals, small business owners, and Fortune 
500 companies for over 26 years. But nothing 
has been more important or gratifying to her 
than fighting and dismantling discrimination, 
whether on behalf of a client or on behalf of 
an entire community. 

Currently, Mary is a member of the legal 
team representing six plaintiff couples and 
Equality Florida who have filed a historic law-
suit challenging Florida’s two state statutes 
and state constitutional amendment which ban 
marriage equality. She is honored to be work-
ing alongside Shannon Minter of the National 
Center for Lesbian Rights, the most influential 
attorney in the national LGBT rights move-
ment, to bring marriage equality to Florida. 

Mary has worked extensively with municipal 
and state government to write and advocate 
for legislation to legally protect LGBT individ-
uals, couples, and families in Florida. Her 
work has resulted in numerous Human Rights 
Ordinances and Domestic Partnership Reg-
istries, and a multitude of Employee Benefits 
being implemented throughout the state. Mary 
co-authored the 2012 Orlando/Orange County 
Domestic Partnership Registry Ordinance 
which became model legislation for other local 
communities in Florida. She is also the co-au-
thor of Florida Senate and House Bills which 
have been introduced to create a statewide 
domestic partnership registry to provide impor-
tant legal protections to same-sex couples no 
matter where they live or travel. 

Mary has served the LGBT and wider com-
munity in many leadership positions, including 
serving on the Boards of the National LGBT 
Bar Foundation, the Central Florida ACLU 
Legal Panel, the Orlando Anti-Discrimination 
Ordinance Committee, the Central Florida As-
sociation for Women Lawyers, the Central 

Florida Gay and Lesbian Law Association, and 
Equality Florida’s Central Florida Steering 
Committee. Mary has taught Employment Dis-
crimination Law and Florida Civil Practice as 
an Adjunct Professor at Barry University 
School of Law, and has served as a consult-
ant to The Orlando Business Journal and The 
Orlando Sentinel on employment issues. 

Mary is a frequent speaker and author on 
employment and civil rights issues. Her col-
umn, ‘‘Living Loud,’’ is featured regularly in 
The Watermark, Florida’s statewide LGBT 
publication. Mary and her wife, Vicki Nantz, 
have produced a series of acclaimed docu-
mentaries on social justice subjects and have 
traveled together throughout the state advo-
cating for equality. 

I am happy to honor Mary Meeks, during 
LGBT Pride Month, for her contributions to the 
Central Florida community. 
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Jacob Todd Hiley. 
Jacob is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 397, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Jacob has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Jacob has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Jacob has earned the rank of Firebuilder in 
the Tribe of Mic-O-Say, has become a Broth-
erhood Member in the Order of the Arrow and 
currently serves as his troops’ Junior Assistant 
Scoutmaster. Jacob has also contributed to 
his community through his Eagle Scout 
project. Jacob built a storage mezzanine in the 
bus barn for First United Methodist Church of 
Kearney. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Jacob Todd Hiley for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Christian Polovich. 
Christian is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 404, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Christian has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many scout activities. 
Over the many years Christian has been in-
volved with scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. Most no-

tably, Christian has earned the rank of 
Firebuilder in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say and 
serves as his troops’ Senior Patrol Leader. 
Christian has also contributed to his commu-
nity through his Eagle Scout project. Christian 
constructed a workout station on the fitness 
trail on the campus of A. T. Still University in 
Kirksville, Missouri. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Christian Polovich for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. VICKY HARTZLER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 10, 2014 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, on Thurs-
day, May 29, 2014, I was unable to vote. Had 
I been present, I would have voted as follows: 

On rollcall No. 243, ‘‘nay’’; on rollcall No. 
244, ‘‘yea’’; on rollcall No. 245, ‘‘yea’’; on roll-
call No. 246, ‘‘yea’’; on rollcall No. 247, ‘‘nay’’; 
on rollcall No. 248, ‘‘nay’’; on rollcall No. 249, 
‘‘nay’’; on rollcall No. 250, ‘‘nay’’; on rollcall 
No. 251, ‘‘nay’’; on rollcall No. 252, ‘‘yea’’; on 
rollcall No. 253, ‘‘nay’’; on rollcall No. 254, 
‘‘nay’’; on rollcall No. 255, ‘‘yea’’; on rollcall 
No. 256, ‘‘yea’’; on rollcall No. 257, ‘‘nay’’; on 
rollcall No. 258, ‘‘nay’’; on rollcall No. 259, 
‘‘yea’’; on rollcall No. 260, ‘‘nay’’; on rollcall 
No. 261, ‘‘yea’’; on rollcall No. 262, ‘‘nay’’; on 
rollcall No. 263, ‘‘nay’’; on rollcall No. 264, 
‘‘yea’’; on rollcall No. 265, ‘‘yea’’; on rollcall 
No. 266, ‘‘yea’’; on rollcall No. 267, ‘‘yea’’; on 
rollcall No. 268, ‘‘nay’’; on rollcall No. 269, 
‘‘yea.’’ 
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HONORING SULLIVAN J. EASLEY 
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Tuesday, June 10, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Sullivan J. Easley. 
Sully is a very special young man who has ex-
emplified the finest qualities of citizenship and 
leadership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 391, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Sully has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Sully has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Sully 
has led his troops as Assistant Senior Patrol 
Leader. Sully has also contributed to his com-
munity through his Eagle Scout project. Sully 
organized and constructed six bird houses in 
four different parks. He also led a team in 
building new trails along a new expansion in 
a nature preserve for the Friends of Webster 
Trails organization near Rochester, New York. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Sullivan J. Easley for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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